
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



196 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



October, 



others results from education and habits. The prin- 
ciples of their teachers are impressed on the minds of 
old and young, and an aversion to war and violence is 
excited which becomes habitual, and has a governing 
influence over their hearts, their passions and their lives. 
If, then, it has been found possible, by the force of edu- 
cation, to produce such an aversion to war that people 
will not even defend their own lives by acts of violence, 
shall it be thought impossible to destroy the popularity 
of war and exclude this deadly custom from the abodes 
of men? 

It will be generally admitted that the Christian re- 
ligion has abolished the practice of enslaving captives 
and mitigated the evils of war; that if the temper of 
our Saviour should universally prevail wars must cease, 
and that the Scriptures give reason to hope for such a 
time of peace as the result of our religion. If so, does it 
not follow that the custom of war is directly opposed to 
the gospel ; that in proportion as the gospel has its proper 
effect, an aversion to war must be excited, and that every 
Christian should do all in his power to bring the custom 
into disrepute and effect its abolition ? 

CHRISTIANS SHOULD NO LONGER HOLD THEIR PEACE. 

Can Christians hold their peace while this custom is 
sweeping off myriads of their brethren into eternity by 
violence and murder ? Can they forbear to exert them- 
selves to put an end to this voluntary plague ? If war is 
opposed to our religion and God designs to put an end 
to this scourge by the influence of the gospel, can we 
still sleep on without an effort to secure this promised 
and expected result ? It can come only from the efforts 
of Christians, and so long as they acquiesce in the cus- 
tom this desirable event will be delayed. Christianity 
itself is not an intelligent agent, neither a God, an angel 
nor a man. It is only a system of divine instructions to 
be used by men for their own benefit, the benefit of each 
other and the honor of its author. Like all other instruc- 
tions, they are of no use any further than they are re- 
duced to practice. 

In what way, then, can Christianity ever put an end 
to war but by enlightening the minds of men on the 
subject ? Can war cease while Christians themselves are 
its advocates ? If men are to be saved by the preaching 
of the gospel, the gospel must be preached ; and so, if 
this world is to be delivered from war by the gospel, it 
must be applied for the purpose. Its pacific tendencies 
must be illustrated, its opposition to war displayed in the 
lives of Christians, and men influenced by its motives to 
cease from destroying one another. We expect the 
abolition of idolatry and human sacrifices, but how? 
Will our Bibles spread their covers for wings, fly through 
the world and convert the nations without the agency of 
Christians ? Would the gospel ever convert the heathen 
from their idolatry if Christians should themselves en- 
courage idolaters by a compliance with their customs? 
But as little may we expect the gospel will make wars 
cease without the exertions of Christians, and while they 
countenance the custom by their own example. 

Is it pleaded that men are not sufficiently enlightened, 
but we must wait for a more improved state of society ? 
Improved in what ? In the science of blood ? Are such 
improvements to prepare the way for peace? Why not 
wait a few centuries until the heathen become more im- 



proved in their idolatrous customs before we attempt to 
convert them to Christianity ? Do we expect that con- 
tinuance in idolatry will prepare them to receive the 
gospel? If not, let us be consistent, and, while using 
means for the conversion of heathens, let us also use 
them for the conversion of Christians; for war is, in 
fact, a heathenish and savage custom, most malignant, 
most desolating and most horrible, and the grossest 
delusion, the greatest curse that ever afflicted a guilty 
world. 

1 . m » ■ 

Cost of War and Warfare. 

BY EDWARD ATKINSON, LL.D. 

The penalty incurred in eight fiscal years ending June 
30, 1898, to June 30, 1905, inclusive, $1,200,000,000. 

During the twenty years preceding the Spanish war 
covering the fiscal years ending June 30, 1878, to June 
30, 1897, under five administrations — three Republican 
and two Democratic — the cost of the government of 
the United States for the support of the civil and judicial 
service, for the support of the army, and for the support 
of the navy, including the construction of the "new 
navy" so-called, varied but a slight fraction over $2.50 
per head of the population in each year. The revenue 
derived from liquors and tobacco, domestic and foreign, 
also averaged $2.50 per head and met those charges. 
The cost of the pensions and interest on the public debt 
per head also varied but a fraction over $2.50 each year. 
The cost of interest and pensions is now $1.90 per head 
and is steadily diminishing. The total cost of support- 
ing the government of the United States during the 
twenty years of peace, order and industrial progress was 
$5.00 per head of the population. 

The cost of supporting the government for the eight 
fiscal years ending June 30, 1882, to June 30, 1889, in- 
clusive, under the sane, safe and prudent administrations 
of Presidents Arthur and Cleveland (first term), includ- 
ing a part of the cost of the "new navy" begun under 
President Cleveland, was $4.50 per head of the popula- 
tion. At this standard the rate would now be $4.00 ; 
but since a somewhat larger army and navy are now said 
to be needed purely for defensive purposes and for home 
service, the sum gained by the reduction in pensions and 
interest expended on army and navy would maintain the 
rate per head at $4.50. The taxation required for the 
cost of sustaining the government of the United States 
economically administered may be established at the 
standard of $4.50 per head. 

During the eight years of war and warfare under 
Presidents McKinley and Roosevelt the cost of the 
government has been $2.00 per head per year in excess 
of what it would have been at the rate of the previous 
twenty years, and $2.50 per head on the average per 
year in excess of what it would have been at the standard 
of $4.50 per head. The excess of expenditure on war 
and warfare over 1878 to 1897, during the eight years 
named, has been over $1,200,000,000. The excess of 
expenditure on war and warfare over the standard $4.50 
per ,head during the eight years named has been over 
$1,500,000,000. 

Who pays this tax? The consumers of food, fuel, 
clothing and shelter. A small part of the taxes are 
derived from duties on the import of articles of luxury 
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and voluntary use ; the greater part of the taxes collected 
under the Internal Revenue Act and under the tariff are 
imposed upon articles of common consumption by the 
whole body of consumers. They are imposed on coal, 
iron, steel, copper, lumber, sugar, beef, potatoes, hay, 
leather, fish, oats, oatmeal and other of the necessaries 
and comforts of life. In addition to the taxes on these 
articles of necessary consumption which the people pay 
and which the government receives, a heavy additional 
tax is imposed through the duties on imports which the 
consumers pay, but which the government does not 
receive. This tax, imposed for the declared purpose of 
" protection with incidental revenue," increases the cost 
of a large portion of the necessary articles of consump- 
tion, both domestic and foreign. It is collected indirectly 
by the owners and managers of the works in which are 
manufactured oil, steel, sugar, tobacco, matches, or in 
which beef and pork are packed, or crude timber con- 
verted into lumber. These taxes are also collected in- 
directly by the owners of the ore deposits, of the timber 
land, of the borax deposits, of the " hoofed locusts " (as 
the Territorial sheep are called), of the fishing smacks on 
the seaboard, and the like. Under this Act they have 
been and are now enabled to put high prices on their 
products which are sold for home consumption, and to 
sell for export to foreign countries at much lower prices. 

It now becomes fit to measure these taxes. What 
does war and warfare, imperialism, over-sea expansion, 
and protection with incidental revenue, cost each person 
or each family, and how is this penalty distributed? 
Relative cost in figures and appropriations to each 
person : In excess of the standard of $4.50 per head, 
each person has paid $20. Penalty paid by the head of 
each family of five or by each two persons who sustain 
themselves and three others, $100. Had these sums not 
been taken from consumers for the purposes of war and 
warfare, they might have been deposited in a savings 
bank at an average of four per cent, interest year by 
year for eight years. The saving would have been four 
years' interest at four per cent., $16. 

The consumption of the people of the North and 
West is much larger than that of the people of the South, 
where eight million negroes of low purchasing power 
constitute so large a part of the population. Additional 
penalty paid by the consumers in the North and West 
added on an estimate of twenty per cent, excess in con- 
sumption, $20. 

A very low estimate of the tax which the people have 
paid, but which the government has not received, 
secured by the privileged classes under the tariff for 
" protection with incidental revenue," would be $40. 

At these estimates the total penalty paid by each 
group of five persons during eight years of war and war- 
fare up to June 30, 1905, by actual expenditures and 
appropriations in excess of the standard of $4.50 per 
head, has been $1 76. The head of a family, consisting 
of five persons, living in the North or West, in receipt 
of an annual income of from $1,000 to $1,500, with ex- 
penditures corresponding to the average expenditures of 
artisans, craftsmen, bookkeepers, clerks, and others, may 
reasonably compute his share of this assessment of taxes 
direct and indirect under the foregoing conditions for 
the past eight years at $200. 

The expenditures of the United States in the fiscal 



years ending June 30, 1862, to June 30, 1869, eight 
years of Civil War and Reconstruction, were $4,900,000- 
000 at high prices in depreciated paper money for all 
supplies. At a very moderate reduction for depreciation 
the cost of eight years of Civil War and Reconstruction 
on a gold basis was not over $4,200,000,000. The ex- 
penditures in eight years of war, warfare and over-sea 
expansion under McKinley and Roosevelt to June 30, 
1905, will have been over $4,200,000,000. 

From the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1903, and 
the official statement of the expenditures of the last fiscal 
year and the appropriations for the present year, it is 
proved that the expenditures in the War and Navy Depart- 
ments under the administration of Presidents McKinley 
and Roosevelt for eight years of war and warfare and 
over-sea expansion will have been $1,625,000,000. The 
expenditures under the sane and safe administration of 
Presidents Arthur and Cleveland, 1882 to 1889, for 
army and navy fully developed for purposes of national 
defense and for beginning the construction of the " new 
navy," amounted to $462,000,000. The difference of 
$1,163,000,000 constitutes the greater part of the exces- 
sive expenditures on war and warfare, which are tending 
to increase rather than to diminish. 

The revenue to pay the penalty measured as above 
has been derived wholly from taxes on the necessaries 
and comforts of life and on the crude materials of foreign 
origin which are necessary in the processes of domestic 
industry. 

All the facts and figures which are given in this con- 
densed statement have been derived from the official 
reports of the government, and have all been justified 
and proved. The citations from the reports and the de- 
tailed figures of each year will be found in my book 
about to be published by Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 
Boston, entitled " Facts and Figures," and in my treatises 
on the Cost of War and Warfare, which are in nearly 
every public library in the United States. 

Brookxine, Mass. 
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Form of Bequest. 

I hereby give and bequeath to the American Peace 
Society, Boston, a corporation established under the laws 

of the State of Massachusetts, the sum of dollars, 

to be employed by the Directors of said Society for the 
promotion of the cause of peace. 



